Etiquette

This is a quick guide to etiquette, for individual and team play.

Etiquette simply means displaying good sportsmanship based on the traditions of the game. This applies to everyone associated with the sport of bowls.

Be on time for any game that you have arranged.

Switch off your mobile phone or other electronic devices before commencing a game.

Always greet your opponent with a friendly handshake at the start of a game.

Look after the bowling green, do not drop your bowls onto the green.

Hand your opponent the mat and jack at the start of play.

Commend good bowls and acknowledge fluky or lucky bowls.

Show respect for every opponent by not disturbing them while they are on the mat.

Players should not walk up the green until the bowl of the player on the mat has come to rest.

At completion of the game the graceful loser should congratulate the modest winner with a handshake.

Bowls is a very inclusive sport, be sure to treat all opponents with the same amount of respect that you want to be treated.

The lead lays the mat and delivers the jack.

The second keeps the score in a fours game, on the scorecard and scoreboard.

The third looks after the head while the skip is on the mat, measures and considers all bowls in the count.

The skip is the leader of the team and should provide positive comments and display positive body language to keep the team focused.

All players should assist in kicking back the bowls at completion of an end.

Do not drink excessive amounts of alcohol, or use bad or offensive language or gestures.

Be aware of the rules regarding drinking and smoking on greens.
If you are a smoker be considerate of the non-smokers.
Avoid disturbing players on other rinks by not walking onto their rink or making excessive noise.

Spectators should only clap and cheer at appropriate times.

Show respect for all markers and umpires as they are giving up their time so you can enjoy the game.

Show respect for all club officials and staff when in the club.
